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The UMVRDC ‘s 2015 annual meeting was Tuesday, July 28 in Clara City and included 
a city tour to see firsthand some of the projects the RDC assisted with in that community. 

Mayor Gary Nelson, City Council Member Joe Thissen, and City Administrator Windy 
Block welcomed the RDC and presented the city’s vision of getting their citizens to believe 
“That we are truly committed to making Clara City a better place in which to live, work, 
and play!”  Windy talked of the importance of creating a road map for the future and how 
essential planning is to obtain those goals and objectives. In 2011 the City contracted with 
the RDC to develop a comprehensive plan for the community.  Since then, the City has 
advanced several key priorities including; installing a natural gas utility; construction and/
or renovation of a significant portion of the main street business district; the addition of 
assisted living facilities; construction of a new medical clinic; and securing a Small Cities 
Development Program grant to rehabilitate housing and commercial structures within the 
community.  The City has made amazing progress in keeping with their initial commitment 
at making the community a better place to live, work, and play!

Next, a walking tour of the downtown area showcased the renovation of a multi-family 
apartment building through the Small Cities Development Program.  The group also saw the 
main street redevelopment projects including a new grocery store, funeral chapel, insurance 
agency and a 50-stall public parking lot.  The new medical health clinic facility which will be 
attached to a professional office building was also noted.  The clinic is expected to employee 
15-20 individuals.
 
The group then visited Kay’s Processing where owners, Massoud and Ann Kazemzadeh 
met and welcomed the group.  Kay’s Processing is a recipient of two loans through the 
UMVRDC Revolving Loan Fund (RLF).  
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UMVRDC Board & Staff 
 Take Annual Tour 

Prairie Waters Annual Gathering 
Each summer Prairie Waters holds an 
annual gathering in a unique location 
located within the Prairie Waters region. 
The event rotates locations, and this year it 
was held on August 26th, 2015 at the Lac 
qui Parle County Museum.

The museum’s mission is to represent 
visually and chronologically the 
priceless heritage of Lac qui 
Parle County. The property 
consists of six separate 
buildings, including 
Robert Bly’s study where 
he conducted much of his 
early writing. Robert Bly is 
best known as Minnesota’s 
First Poet Laureate, and the 
first 50 guests were gifted an 
original Robert Bly book.

The museum’s tour guides were dressed 
in full costumes from as early as the 
1900’s and were stationed throughout 
the museum while the guests explored. 
The tour continued through an 1870’s 
log cabin, rural school house build in 
1887, 1933 gas station, and an agricultural 
machinery exhibit building. 

Guests had the opportunity to dress up in 
costumes and pose with fun props for old 

time photos by local photographer, Mandy 
Weber. The kids who attended stayed 
plenty busy participating in minnow racing 
contests, dressing up in old time costumes, 
and a scavenger hunt where kids needed 
to identify specific objects located within 

the museum for a chance to win 
prizes such as gift certificates to 

local businesses, mugs, disc 
golf sets, free county fair 

passes, movie passes, DQ 
treats and much more. 
Guests were also treated 
with free hotdogs, 
chips, cookies, and pop.  

The purpose of the event 
is to showcase a unique 

asset within the region and 
to give people a reason to visit 

somewhere that they may have never 
been to before. These events are the perfect 
opportunity for Prairie Waters to explain 
the importance of regional collaboration 
and tourism by marketing the region. 

If you haven’t visited the museum 
before please check it out, you won’t be 
disappointed! Or visit Prairiewaters.com 
for upcoming events!

Continued inside...

Block gave a tour of the newly developed 
downtown and showcased the layout for the new 
medical health clinic 

Guests dressed up in old costumes and 
posted for old time photos at the Lac qui 
Parle County Museum 
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So what is OTA? MinnesOTA, North 
DakOTA, South DakOTA - We are 
OTA!

Staff recently attended the 
annual OTA Conference in 
Sioux Falls for inspiration 
on an upcoming regional 
initiative called Rural 
Connect to help attract 
and retain professionals by 
marketing our region.

OTA has served as a 
collaborative network for the 
creative class, offering extraordinary 
experiences and engagements that educate, 

empower and serve as a catalyst for 
community-builders. Through storytelling, 

events and micro-documentary films, 
OTA highlights creative people 

and projects and inspires 
attendees to “Think big.”

As a result of this experience 
staff have been inspired 
to collect stories from 

around the region to help 
in establishing a regional 

message for the Rural Connect 
initiative. For more information visit 

Weareota.com and stay tuned for more 
information on our own Rural Connect 
initiative!

2015 OTA Conference

Regional Workforce Summit

UMVRDC Annual Tour 

Save the Date! October 28th, 2015 - Southwest State Marshall, MN 

UMVRDC staff has been collaborating with regional partners to develop a regional 
conversation about what we can do to attract, retain and develop workforce in southwest 
Minnesota. The RDC highly encourages your community to send a team to participate 
in this important conversation that impacts all of our communities. Community teams 
should include representatives from private industry, education, chamber/eda, local 
elected officials, health and human service staff and partner organizations such as 
HRAs, ABE, workforce and others. Talk to professionals in your community and make 
sure that they plan to attend. More information about the summit and opportunities 
for sponsorship can be found at: Swsc.org/workforcesummit.

Arts Meander 
October 2-4, 2015

Mark your calendars!

Umvrdc.org             320.289.1981	       323 W. Schlieman Ave Appleton, MN 56208    || ||

The 12th annual Upper Minnesota River Meander Arts Crawl will 
be held on October 2, 3 & 4th, 2015. The Meander is a free self-
guided tour of artist studios featuring 40 local artists from 5 counties 
in western Minnesota. The annual event features the art studios, 
small towns and family farms found in the Upper Minnesota River 
region. 

For 2015 featured artist Tamara Isfeld of Granite Falls, the Meander 
is a “Great art weekend when friends get together, reconnect 
and meet new friends.” Isfeld created a new design for this year’s 

Meander poster titled “Around the Bend” which depicts scenes of a river winding through 
the wildlife filled landscape of the Upper Minnesota River watershed. 

The weekend will begin with studios opening at noon Friday, October 2nd.   A Meander 
Friday night celebration will be held in downtown Granite Falls from 6:00p.m. - 9:00 p.m. that 
will feature a re-dedication of the community’s historic footbridge   For more information, 
contact the Granite Falls Chamber at 320-564-4039 or visit Granitefallschamber.com.

Art studios throughout the region will reopen at 9 a.m. on Saturday, October 3th, and 
culminate with a concert by jazz vocalist Connie Evingson at 7:30p.m. at Memorial 
Auditorium at 601 9th Street, Dawson, Minnesota.  Tickets are available at the door and 
sell for $15 for Adults and $5 for Students.  For more information,  contact the Box office: 
320-769-2955 ext. 246  or www.dawsonboydarts.org

On Sunday, October 4th, art studios will again be open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Meander has become a significant economic development event for the region and 
surveys indicate that visitors travel to the region from eight states and spend money on 
hotels, restaurants and gas stations.  Fernholz noted that total reported art sales alone in 
2014 amounted to  $108,207, up from $90,000 the year before.
 
A free brochure detailing the locations of Meander art studios and events can be obtained 
by calling 1-866-866-5432. The brochure can also be downloaded at: www.artsmeander.com. 
More information can also be found on the Meander Facebook page at Facebook.com/
MeanderArtCrawl.

Kay’s Processing currently has between 20-30 
employees.  They produce gluten-free high protein 
and fiber cereals, snack foods and cookies.  The 
tour showcased their manufacturing facility and 
also included a discussion about the specific 
opportunities and challenges in the food industry.  

Part of the new development in the community 
includes a new Subway Restaurant. The group 
was given a tour of the site by the owner and RDC 
Chairman, Gary Hendrickx. (Photo shown right).   

The day ended with the annual RDC business 
meeting and dinner at beautiful Hinterland 
Vineyards in rural Clara City.  A delicious meal 
was prepared by Trisha’s Katering and there was 
vibrant conversation about the places and projects seen earlier in the day.  Immediately 
following the meeting, Minnesota legislators Tim Miller and Lyle Koenen and congressional 
staff from Congressmen Peterson and Senator Franken’s offices shared some insight on 
ongoing and upcoming legislative issues.

Before concluding for the evening, the owner of Hinterland Vineyards gave a tour of the 
vineyards, in their tractor pulled wagon.  He talked in great detail 

on the variety of grapes and the process it takes to make great 
wine.  It was a beautiful evening and very interesting tour. 

It was an eventful day packed full of valuable information 
and it was great to see so many examples of the difference 
our work is making in the region!
 

UMVRDC Welcomes New Staff!

Continued from front...

The UMVRDC would like to welcome Amy 
Bjornjeld to the team! Before starting as the 
Assistant Finance Director in July 2015, Amy 
was the audit manager for the Montevideo 
office of Dana F. Cole & Company, LLP 
where she had worked since 1993.  Amy 
obtained her Bachelors of Science Degree in 
Accounting from Southwest State University 
in 1995, and her CPA license in 1998. 

Amy was raised in Montevideo and now lives 
near Milan with her husband Mark and their 
three children Caden, Hailli and Brock. The 
RDC is very excited to have Amy part of the 
team! 

320-289-1981 ext. 114
Amy.Bjornjeld@umvrdc.org

Attract. Develop. Retain.

Save the Date! 

OTAMinnes

North DakOTA
South DakOTA

Photo Credit: Craig Weinberg.  
There were multiple inspiring speakers throughout the day, to view their presentations 
visit weareota.com

For more details and photos from the tour you may visit 
Umvrdc.org  or follow us on Facebook! 


