


UMVRDC ANNUAL REPORT FY23 | 3



UMVRDC ANNUAL REPORT FY23 | 5



UMVRDC ANNUAL REPORT FY23 | 7

UMVRDC Regional
Annual Survey

FY23 Ending Account Balances
General Checking

Money Market

CD

Scenic Byway

Auto

Equipment

RLF Available for Lending

444,919

22

369,836

20,491

54,002

21,790

1,133,094
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Our region boasts the oldest 
exposed rock in the world - formed 
from layers of quartz, mica and 
similar materials over 3.8 billion 
years ago! 
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Ray Buls
County Board

Big Stone County

Eugene Kashmark
City 

Alfred Schirm
Townships

Chippewa County
Thomas Johnson
County Board

Vernon Thorstad
City 

Ernest Dalen
Townships

Father Henry
Public Interest Group

Swift  County
John Langan
County Board
John Thompson - Chairman
City 

Wallace Larson
Townships

Harold Heinecke
School Board

Kathy Cavanaugh;
Joel Lee
Public Interest Group

Yellow Medicine County
LuVerne Grinager
County Board

Mervin Eischens
City 

Patrick Miller
Townships

Donald Erickson
School Board

Lac qui Parle County
Palmer Grinager
County Board

Ronald Stone
City 

Forrest Dessonville
Townships

1975 UMVRDC Staff 
Dennis Dahlen
Executive Director

Thomas Jorgens
Regional Planner - Land Use, 
Housing and Manpower

Roy Lende
Regional Planner - Recreation, 
Open Space, and Grant Review

Ruth Ray
Regional Planner - Environment 
and Transportation

Nancy Carlson
Cartographer 
(part-time)

Nancy Slett en
Secretary

Kay Koosman
Bookkeeper/Typist
(part-time)
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Appleton is completing the 
installation of a city-wide 
fiber broadband network 
for residents and businesses 
within the City of Appleton. 
The grant also included a 
commercial rehabilitation 
component for at least 12 
businesses to update new or 
repair heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning systems with 
good ventilation and safe air 
circulation. The total project 

cost for Appleton is $5,774,000 
and includes a grant request of 
$3,699,000.  

Madison is nearing completion 
of the installation of broadband 
infrastructure to residential 
and non-residential properties 
within the city limits.  The 
total project cost for Madison 
is $4,560,000 and includes a 
grant request of $2,560,000. 

Broadband Grants Provide New 
Opti ons in Appleton and Madison
The UMVRDC wrote and is administering two federal Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act grants.  

City of Appleton
$3,699,000

City of Madison
$2,560,000

Transportati on Investments
$4,320,623 

Grant Awarded
$244,600 

Bike trail route

Grant Awarded
$4,728,186
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Grant Awarded

$1,034,196

Grant Awarded

$569,973

Madison Comprehensive Plan
The City of Madison contracted with the UMVRDC to begin work on updating its 2003 Comprehensive Plan.  A comprehensive plan 
is a tool that presents a communityʼs vision and policies for the long-range future by incorporating public input and goals gathered 
through a robust planning process.  The plan will cover such topics as Land Use/Zoning, Housing, Public Infrastructure/Facilities/
Services, Transportation, Economic Development, Parks/Recreation/Natural Resources, and Community Vitality.  In addition, the 
plan serves as a legal basis for zoning and provides guidance for elected off icials and other decision makers when considering 
future development and expenditures.

The planning process kicked off  in December with a community survey which yielded over 300 responses!  In February, the UMVRDC 
and City staff  facilitated a community meeting with over 125 residents in attendance.  Work continues on the plan as the UMVRDC 
and a local planning task force committee meet to develop goals and strategies to guide the City over the next 10-20 years.  

Grant Awarded

$1,400,000
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DEED Digital Inclusion Mini-Grant
In March, the UMVRDC was designated as a Digital Connection Committee by the DEED Off ice of Broadband Development (OBD). 
The UMVRDC convened key stakeholders in the region and provide information to the State as they develop the statewide digital 
equity plan to understand what the digital inclusion needs and goals are in Minnesota.

The UMVRDC received a mini-grant to assist in the development of the stateʼs digital equity plan, by collecting input and information 
in three ways.  In May and June, staff :

Collected information on issues such as technology access/use at home, barriers to broadband access, and using technology 
through a regional public survey

Conducted a focus group discussion

Inventoried the available technology assets/services in our region and identified gaps/needs in those areas through a targeted 
survey

This work concluded at the end of June with the UMVRDC submitting its survey results and focus group meeting findings to the OBD 
to be included in the stateʼs digital equity plan.  

The Clinton-Graceville-Beardsley (CGB) 
School District was awarded $38,515 
from MnDOT to create Safe Routes to 
School plans for Clinton and Graceville. 
Through public outreach and assessment 
of current infrastructure and programs, 
the Safe Routes to School team was able 
to identify a list of potential infrastructure 
and non-infrastructure solutions to help 
more children walk and bicycle safely to 
school. 

The Safe Routes to School plan for each 
community can be found on the UMVRDC 
website. 

The CGB School District also received 
$5000 from MnDOT to pay for bike racks 
and a bike fix-it station to be installed in 
the summer of 2023.   

Local Human Services – Transit Coordinati on Plan
The UMVRDC worked in partnership with Prairie Five Community Action Council 
to update the regionʼs Local Human Services - Transit Coordination Plan. This plan 
is completed every five years to assist stakeholders as they determine ways to 
improve transportation for non-drivers and others with transportation challenges, 
especially seniors, people with disabilities, and low-income people. It serves as a 
blueprint for regional transportation coordination. The plan describes demographic 
conditions, gives an updated inventory and highlights gaps in unmet needs.

Safe Routes To School

Grant Awarded

$38,515
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Winter Family Enterprises, Inc. - Montevideo 
$150,000

Donner Manufacturing Inc. - Clara City 
$300,000
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